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Clajifonia \'ir(fiiiica L. A miinl)er of larjje colonies in a liardwootl 
swanij). 

PoJaniftia imclnjspcrmd T. (i. A waif from the west but "rowing 
abnndantlv on the' irravellv banks of t!i(' Salnionkill at Lime, liock. 

C “ t 

Li/flinnn alaiinn Ihirsh. A large colony on a dry hillside not far 
from d'win Lakt's. 

Varriiiium ('auadrnse Richards. I'oimd 1)V Mr. Weatherbv of 


• > 


East Hartford in one of the monntain swamps. 

Polnnonium IV/a lirunfiac Jiritton. d'hree vigorous plants in a 
swamj) bordering a lake. S('cms to Ix' native. 

PIt/(lropliiilluin irf/inIriini L. In thickc't along .set-backs from the 

Honsatonic river. 

Srufellarld pan'dla Mieh.x. Wet nu'adow near Twin Lakes.— 
()hu.v R.vrkf.u PiiKi.P.s, ('hapinville, ('onneetieut. 


.AKCKt.'TiioBU'.M iH’siLi.tM ,\T Mt. Deskut. — Since the diseoverv 

f 

of the I)warf Mistletoe in abundance on Isle an Haut in East Penol)- 
seot Bav I have seen no rca.son v\hy it should not occur on Mt. D<‘scrt 

t. C 

as well, and have, therefore, from time to time made careful .search 
for it in the emhaivor to extend its range (xistward along the coast. 
I met with no succe.ss in mv examination of its most common host- 

t 

plant, the Swamp Sjunicc (Picea nipra Link). Witches’ brooms, 
to be sure, wen' often met with, but all aj)peared due to .some other 
cau.se. I, thcn'forc, began to thiidv that the Island was free from this 
(h'structive but intcrc.sting |)Iant. In Augu.st, lODti, however, just 
back of tlx' |)recipitous cliff of Great Head on Ercnchmans Bay a 
thriviu" colonv of .\rceuthol)ium was found at last. At the time it 

“ t 

was unfortunately impo.ssible to make careful observations of the 
extent of this colony, but judging from the gent'ral appearance' of the 
spruces it had been long established. The. ho.st-|)lant here |)roved, 
in every ca.se ob.servcd, to be the White Spruce {Picea alba Link), 
the most characte'ristic sju'uci' of the roe'ky shores of the region. 

The facts ob.se'rved in regard to the dwarf mistletoe and this ho.st 
were j)raetically the same as those mentioned by Dr. von Schrenk 
as occurring umh'r tluj .same conditions on Monhegan Island and the 
neighboring mainland, |>ublished in Riionoit.A (ii. 2, BM)0), so any 
repetition is lumece.ssary. One observation, how('ver, made from 
the.se Mt. De.sert specimens I .sj)eak of here because, so far as I know, 







76 


Rhodora 


[Ai’kil 


there is no j)ri()r reeonl of it. d'he influence of the parasite on its host 
is well marked in various wavs, as noted in the artieh* above reh'rred 
to, and is of a decidedly stimulating character as is shown hv greatly 
increased growth of hranehU'ts and leavi's. In my specimens a Inrihcr 
eflect was shown by a decided chaiifje in the odor of the sj)rnce h'aves 
where this stimulated jjrowth took ])lace, or in other words where 
the mistletoe was found. When I first notic(M.l a sweetish balsamic 
odor, far more re.scml)lin<; tliat of the Fir Hal.sam than that ol tin* 
White Spruce, I felt that I had mistak('n tin* idt'iitity ol the liost-plant. 
I found, howev(*r, that I had made no mistake, but that these White 
Spruce leaves no longer retained in any mark(*d dejjn'c tin* disaj;ree- 
able odor which has given the species the name of (.^at, or Skunk 
Sj)ruee. d'his modification of odor thus produced in the host by the 
parasite is very agreeable, and so marked as to be decidedly noticc'able. 
This fact I verified by submitting specimens to a number of j)er.sons, 
all of whom n*ached this same concinsiem. Some of them could not 
be convinccil that the leaves from the infected and the nninfecled 
trees were not those of diflen'iit sp('cies. It may Ik* added that some 
species of Arc(*nthobinm havt* a d(*cid<'dly balsamic odor, but tins 
was not noticed in my specimi'iis of J. piisilhiw. — Edwaud L. Ran'D, 
Boston. 
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